The Secondary Education (SEED) Program “Seeds”

As illustrated by the model above, the SEED program is guided by five “Seeds” or principles that students are
expected to understand and learn to apply in their teaching and professional lives: Social Justice, Inquiry and
Reflection, Advocacy and Agency, Partnership and Collaboration, and Respect and Relationship. SEED students
address each Seed in a developmental fashion, twice during their licensure program and once again during the
master’s teacher research capstone experience:
e Each Seed is introduced and students demonstrate initial understandings and consider initial applications to
teaching of the Seeds (as determined by the program and course instructor) during one of the five pre-licensure
courses (“Foundations,” Methods I, Human Development, Methods Il, Content Literacy)
o All five Seeds are revisited and students demonstrate deeper conceptual understandings of and identify
applications to their teaching of the Seeds (in a manner they determine) during internship and internship seminar
o All five Seeds are explored more deeply, and students demonstrate mastery understandings of, applications to
their teaching and teaching inquiries (via their teacher research Methodologies), and future integrations of the
Seeds into their teaching and teaching inquiries (via their teacher research Discussions)

learn and succeed. Social justice is also closely aligned with
“equity,” which involves the implementation of anti-oppressive
and antiracist interactions, practices, and structures that
ensure that every individual has an unbiased, impartial,
responsive, and appropriately-scaffolded opportunity for
academic and professional success. recognize and critique
social inequities,

Course Seed/Definition Key Assignment Description
“Advocacy and Agency” Multi-Genre Blog

The SEED program educates teachers to develop a The multi-genre blog is a collection of self-

commitment to advocating for and developing agency in every | contained artifacts, representing multiple

young person. Teachers’ advocacy activities begin with genres, united by a common theme. Each

pedagogical interactions and extend into school and piece included in the collection must

“Foundations | community contexts. Similarly, teachers’ consideration of represent an aspect of the teacher
of Secondary | youths’ agency begins with enabling them to act independently | candidate’s teaching philosophy, and be
Education” and make choices in their own best interests—in the drawn from their research, clinical and life

classroom and beyond. experience, and class discussions. The blog
must demonstrate the teacher candidate’s
understanding of why and how they will
advocate for their students’ well-being and
success and help their students develop
greater agency in school and beyond.

“Social Justice” Lesson Plan

The SEED program educates teachers to develop a Using a provided format, the lesson plan must

commitment to social justice. Such a commitment include objectives, standards, instructional

encompasses the belief that all members of our school, plans, assessments, classroom layout(s), a

university, and broader communities can contribute to teacher script, and all materials that would be

disrupting inequitable interactions, practices, and structures, given to students as part of the lesson. The

Methods | with a focus on enhancing each individual’'s opportunity to lesson must demonstrate the teacher

candidate’s ability integrate justice
concepts/content into their instruction.




“Human
Development
and Learning”

“Relationships with and Respect for Youth”
The SEED program educates teachers to develop relationships
with and respect for youths. When a school culture promotes
respect, support for students’ identities, senses of belonging,
and tolerance, students are able to work as active participants
in the classroom and the community. Secondary teachers who
create a welcoming environment in their classrooms; who
strive to know and honor students’ backgrounds, preferences,
and perspectives; who build relationships with young people
based on trust and mutual understanding; and who connect
curriculum to students’ cultures hold key to effective
instruction. Their instruction will contribute to developing
unique individuals who will be able to connect their life
experiences to learning.

Case Study/Student Application Project
The case study/student application project is
a summative assessment of the teacher
candidate’s ability to use psychological theory
to analyze problems in a classroom and
practice approaches a thoughtful, ethically
principled teacher would use to solve
problems. The case study/student applicant
project must demonstrate the teacher
candidate’s understanding of how and why
teachers can use psychological theories and
principles to develop relationships with and
demonstrate respect for youths, with an
ultimate goal of enhancing adolescents’
school and life success.

Inquiry and Reflection
The SEED program educates teachers who appreciate and
know how to ask questions about their practices and who are
critically reflective of their pedagogies, empowered by
evidence. The ability to inquire and reflect on one’s teaching
practice is foundational to educators’ ongoing and self-
directed professional growth across their professional

Unit Plan/Lesson Implementation
Teacher candidates will use the “backwards
design” process to develop a plan for
teaching a unit which actively involves
students in meaningful learning;
individualizes learning to accommodate the
strengths and needs of students; and

Methods Il lifespans. Educators who can inquire into and consistently provides authentic assessments. Unit plans
implement effective instructional practices—-and who can will include objectives, a calendar, and an
critically reflect on and evaluate their pedagogies--will be the outline of each day in the unit. One lesson of
most responsive teachers and will best inspire students to the unit must be taught/co-taught in the
learn. teacher candidate’s clinical experience

classroom, and the unit plan and lesson
implementation must demonstrate the
candidate’s understanding of how and why
teachers use inquiry and reflection to improve
their pedagogical practices and enhance
student learning.
“Collaboration and Partnership” Disciplinary Literacy Inquiry Project
The SEED program educates teachers who value collaborative | Teacher candidates complete an inquiry into
engagement in learning and teaching and supporting methods of supporting students’
collaboration through different forms of partnership. comprehension in their respective content
Collaboration takes on many forms, including collaboration areas. Using resources from class and peer-
amongst teacher candidates and their peers, course reviewed articles, candidates develop an
instructors and faculty advisors, mentor teachers in schools, understanding of how to guide and deepen
Content their students and their students’ families and caregivers, and | students’ comprehension, addressing
Literacy amongst experts in their fields of teaching. These questions including “Why is it important to be

collaborations occur through a shared understanding of
partnership. By spanning multiple boundaries, the SEED
program supports partnerships with local schools and their
divisions, with state and national professional associations,
and with international experiences in other countries.

literate in our respective subject areas?”. The
inquiry project must demonstrate the
candidate’s understanding of how why
teachers collaborate with other education
professionals, students, families and
caregivers and others to support students’
subject area comprehension and literacy
learning.

Internship and

All SEED Seeds: Applications to Teaching

Internship All five Seeds are revisited and students demonstrate deeper conceptual understandings of and identify
Seminar applications to their teaching of the Seeds during internship and internship seminar.
Teacher All SEED Seeds: Applications to Teaching and Teaching Inquiries
Research (for | All five Seeds are explored more deeply, and students demonstrate mastery understandings of, applications to
Master’s their teaching and teaching inquiries (via their teacher research Methodologies), and future integrations of the

students only)

Seeds into their teaching and teaching inquiries (via their teacher research Discussions)




