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EDCI  777   ***   Research to Practice *** Section 003 

Spring 2011 
Thursdays, 7:20 p.m. -- Innovation Hall., Rm. 338 

 

Professor   Dr. Lorraine Valdez Pierce 
 Ph.D., Georgetown University, Linguistics  

  

Mailing Address   Graduate School of Education/CEHD, MSN 4B3 
 George Mason University, Fairfax, VA 22030-4444 

 

Office Robinson Hall A, 3
rd

 floor, Room 319 
 Office Hours – Tues., 5 - 6 pm. and by appointment on Mondays 
 
If you are going to miss class or be late today:           Ph:  (703) 993-2050 
To make an appointment, request, or ask a question: Email: lpierce@gmu.edu 
To fax a document:         FAX: (703) 993-4370 
 
Course prerequisites:  Admission to Graduate School of Education in CIMM, CISL, or 
CIFL program.  Completion of ALL other courses in these programs.  Possible 
exceptions:  Concurrent enrollment in EDRS 590 or elective or permission of instructor.  
This is the capstone course for the M.Ed. in Multilingual/Multicultural Education and, as 
such, represents the culminating experience in this graduate program. 

 

Course Schedule:  This course is offered each Spring and Fall semester but not in 
Summer. 
 

Catalog  Description 

 

 This course provides a culminating experience that synthesizes and applies the 
essential elements of second language teaching and learning.  Emphasizes the teacher 
as a change agent through critical inquiry into practice.  Aims to promote collaboration 
between ESL or FL and grade-level teachers to advance the achievement of English 
and second language learners and language minority students.   
 
All students will obtain and use a GMU Email account with access to the Internet.  GMU makes 
these accounts available and provides training at no cost to students.  

 

MASON ALERT 
Register for the MASON ALERT system to be informed of emergency situations on 
campus by cell phone and email.  Go to http://alert.gmu.edu 

 
This course and all parts of this syllabus were designed by Dr. Lorraine Valdez Pierce.

mailto:lpierce@gmu.edu
http://alert.gmu.edu/
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Rationale 
 
 This capstone course aims to have program candidates synthesize, evaluate, 
and reflect on the essential elements of what they have learned in the M.Ed. program 
and apply these to their own teaching.  If candidates are not currently in the classroom, 
they will be asked to collaborate with a teacher who is.  A major focus of the course is 
the nurturing of teacher-leaders through critical inquiry into educational practices that 
have an impact on culturally and linguistically diverse students.  This inquiry will have as 
its purpose to help increase student learning and achievement among English 
language learners, language minority students, and foreign language learners.   
 
 In the capstone course, candidates become part of a learning and research 
community by sharing with others what they have learned through applying research to 
practice. Teachers no longer work alone; schools have seen an increase in teacher 
teams working with student cohorts.  ESL and FL teachers are often a part of a grade-
level team and, as such, are responsible for informing general education teachers 
about how to help English language and foreign language learners participate in grade-
level classes.   
 

 

Overview of Course 
 
 Essential elements of this course include:  reflection on teaching; collaboration; 
Action Research through field work, problem solving and innovations in teaching; 
applications of technology; and development of presentation skills.  Candidates will 
collaborate with peers to identify a research question in curriculum, instruction and 
assessment and design an Action Research Project that investigates the question.  The 
Action Research Project and the presentation on the project will make use of 
technology to facilitate learning as well as professional development.  Candidates are 
especially encouraged to develop instructional and assessment models to be shared 
with other teachers, including general education, grade-level teachers who are relatively 
unfamiliar with second language teaching approaches. Candidates will experiment with 
Action Research approaches that address a real-life need demonstrated by an actual 
group of teachers and/or students.   
 
 Course requirements consist of a multi-part Action Research Project and a 
Teaching Demonstration.  Each course requirement will be evaluated using a scoring 
rubric or rating scale.  
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Course Objectives 
 
Candidates enrolled in this course will: 
 
1.  Learn how to work as change agents by collaborating to make improvements in the 
education of English and foreign language learners and language minority students; 
 
2.  Develop professional presentation skills using computer technology; 
 
3.  Identify a student learning need or challenge and pose a research question for 
addressing the need in a classroom setting; 
 
4. Collect, analyze, and interpret data to address the need; and 
 
5.  Propose and apply innovative, research-based approaches to instruction aimed at 
meeting the need. 
 
********************************************************************************************** 
GSE Syllabus Statement of Expectations/Behaviors/Attitudes                              
 
The Graduate School of Education (GSE) expects that all students abide by the following:  
 

1.  Students are expected to exhibit professional behavior and dispositions. See 
gse.gmu.edu for a listing of these dispositions.   
   

2.  Students must follow the guidelines of the University Honor Code. See 
http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12 for the full honor code.  
 

3.  Students must agree to abide by the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing. 
See http://mail.gmu.edu  and click on Responsible Use of Computing at 
the bottom of the screen.  
 

4.  Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with 
the GMU Disability Resource Center (DRC) and inform the instructor, in writing, at the 

beginning of the semester. See www.gmu.edu/student/drc  or call 703-993-2474 to access the 
DRC. 
 
5. Cell Phones OFF:  Students are required to keep all cell phones turned off during class.  In 
case of a campus-wide emergency, the instructor will be notified on her cell phone. 

 

http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/#TOC_H12
http://mail.gmu.edu/
http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc


EDCI 777 - Research to Practice  L. Valdez Pierce 
Spring 2011  Course Syllabus 

George Mason University  Graduate School of Education/CEHD 4 

Course Requirements  
 

            Task   % of Final Grade Due Date 

 

1.  Action Research Project (ARP)*  

 
A. Stage 1:  Research Question   10%   Week 3 

 
B. Stage 2:  Review of Research   20%   Week 5 

 
C. Stage 3:  Data Collection Plan   30%   Week 7 

 
 

D. Stage 4:  Data Analysis    25%    Week 14 
 

 

2.  Demonstration – Teaching Intervention 15%   Week 10 

       
*Action Research Projects can be conducted in 2- or 3-member teams. I strongly recommend 
that Pre-Service teachers work with In-Service teachers in order to enhance your learning.  

 

Textbooks  

Required 

 
Sagor, R. (2011).  The action research guidebook:  A four-stage process for 

educators and school teams. 2
nd

 Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin 
Press/Sage. 

 

Optional 

 
Caro-Bruce, C., R. Flessner, M. Klehr, & K. Zeichner. (2007).  Creating equitable 

classrooms through action research.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press/ 
 Sage. 
 
Dana, N. F. & D. Yendol-Silva.  (2003).  The reflective educator’s guide to 

classroom research:  Learning to teach and teaching to learn through 

practitioner inquiry.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press/Sage.   

 

BlackBoard:  Each student will access the course web site on Blackboard 9.1 

using his/her GMU email login name and password to access additional class 

info:  
  

http://mymason.gmu.edu/    Go to the COURSES tab to find our course. 

http://mymason.gmu.edu/
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Class Schedule 

Prepare to discuss each week’s readings before coming to class. 

Week #        

& Date 

 

Topics & Assigned Readings 
1    
Feb. 3, 2011 
 
 
 
 

Objectives of this course, textbooks, and requirements.  What is Action 
Research?  Why do Action Research?  Selecting a research topic.  
Choosing the right research questions and assessment criteria.  Group 
dynamics:  Practical aspects of collaboration, member roles.  Four 
Stages of Action Research Process.  SAMPLE ACTION RESEARCH 
PROJECT. 
 

Readings:  Sagor, Chs. 1 - 3 

2  Feb. 10  
 
 
 

Clarifying theoretical basis.   What is the best TEACHING APPROACH 
OR INTERVENTION for your students now?   Dependent & 
independent variables.  Creating a Graphic Reconstruction.   Refining 
YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION.   
 
Readings:  Sagor, Chs. 4 - 6  

3   Feb. 17 
 
 
 

Data Collection Process.  Creating tools to answer research questions.  
Triangulation Matrix:  Setting up a valid & reliable data collection plan.  
Methodological & ethical issues.  Writing up the literature review. 
Due today – Stage 1:  Research Question. 
 
Readings Sagor, Chs. 7  

 4  Feb. 24  
 

Using the right data sources/assessment tools.  Class & Instructor 
Feedback on Research Q, Triangulation Matrix, Teaching Intervention, 
and Assessment Tools (Data Sources).   
 

5   March 3 Your Data Collection – Triangulation Matrix &  

Assessment Tools – Class Feedback.  Due today – Stage 2:  
Literature Review. 
 
Readings       Sagor, Ch. 8  

6  March 10 
 

No class on 

March 17 

Writing up the Data Collection Plan.  Revising Assessment Tools (Data 
Sources).  Team Work Session. 

7   March 24 Drafting Data Tables with Pre-Test Results.  
Due today:  Stage 3:  Data Collection Plan. 
 
 

8   March 31 Revising your Data Collection Plan.  Teaching Intervention Demo 
Criteria & Self-Assessment.  Mid-Term Feedback Forms.   
 
 



EDCI 777 - Research to Practice  L. Valdez Pierce 
Spring 2011  Course Syllabus 

George Mason University  Graduate School of Education/CEHD 6 

 

9   April 7 Team Work Session.  Instructor meets with Teams. 
Data Tables:  Pre-Test Data Results.  USING EXCEL. 
 

10  April 14 
 
 

 TEACHING INTERVENTION DEMOS.  Send Self-Assessment of 
your demonstration to Instructor by email within 48 hours of your 
presentation.         
 

11   April 21 ARP Data Analysis – Interpreting the Data.  Turning Findings into 
Action Plans.  Using EXCEL Software for data analysis  
 

Readings    Sagor, Ch. 9  

12   April 28 
 

 DATA ANALYSIS WORKSHOP.   Data Analysis Process.  Interpreting 
the data results. Coding data for analysis.  
 

13  May 5 
 

Class feedback on Draft Data Analysis.  Writing up your Data 
Analysis:  Essential Components.  Team Work Session.  
  
 

14  TUES 
    MAY 10  
 

Any unfinished tasks.  Course Evaluation Forms.  Feedback Forms.  
Materials Release Forms.    
 

Due no later than May 16 -   Stage 4:  Data Analysis 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather/Emergency Policy 

 
In case of snow, hurricanes, severe weather, or security emergencies, call 993-1000 or 

go to www.gmu.edu for information on class cancellations and university closings.  
 

http://www.gmu.edu/

