
College of Education and Human Development 
Division of Special Education and disAbility Research 

 
Summer 2016 

EDSE 629 B01: Secondary Curriculum and Strategies for Students with 
Disabilities who Access the General Curriculum 

CRN: 42307, 3 - Credits
 

Instructor: Dr. Carlyn Floyd Meeting Dates: 06/06/16 - 07/30/16 
Phone: 5712054929 Meeting Day(s): Monday & Wednesday 
E-Mail: cfloyd3@gmu.edu Meeting Time(s): 4:30 pm - 7:10 pm 
Office Hours: by appointment Meeting Location: Fairfax, Finley 119  
 

 
 
Course Description 
Applies research on teacher effectiveness, accountability, and instructional approaches at the 
secondary level for individuals with mild disabilities. Includes instructional methods necessary 
for teaching reading, writing, math, and other content areas across the curriculum. 
Schedule Type: LEC 
Hours of Lecture or Seminar per week: 3 
Hours of Lab or Studio per week: 0 
 
Prerequisite(s): None 
 
Co-requisite(s): None 
 
Advising Contact Information 
Please make sure that you are being advised on a regular basis as to your status and progress 
through your program.  Mason M.Ed. and Certificate students should contact the Special 
Education Advising Office at (703) 993-3670 for assistance.  All other students should refer to 
their faculty advisor.

Note: This syllabus may change according to class needs.  Students will be advised of any changes 
immediately through George Mason e-mail and/or through Blackboard.  
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Nature of Course Delivery
Learning activities include the following: 

1. Class lecture and discussion 
2. Application activities 
3. Small group activities and assignments 
4. Video and other media supports 
5. Research and presentation activities 
6. Electronic supplements and activities via Blackboard 

 
Evidence-Based Practices 
This course will incorporate the evidence-based practices (EBPs) relevant to secondary 
curriculum learning strategies, content Area planning, designing a secondary IEP . These EBPs 
are indicated with an asterisk (*) in this syllabus’ schedule. Evidence for the selected research-
based practices is informed by meta-analysis, literature reviews/synthesis, the technical 
assistance networks which provide web-based resources, and the national organizations whose 
mission is to support students with disabilities. We address both promising and emerging 
practices in the field of special education. This course will provide opportunities for students to 
take an active, decision-making role to thoughtfully select, modify, apply, and evaluate EBPs in 
order to improve outcomes for students with disabilities. 
 

Learner Outcomes 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Demonstrate knowledge of the federal and state laws that require and provide for instructional 
services for students with disabilities. 
2. Demonstrate the ability to develop a comprehensive unit that includes instructional strategies 
and adaptations for students with disabilities at the secondary level. 
3. Identify and infuse into the curriculum differentiation strategies for successfully including 
students with disabilities at the secondary level in both regular (math, science, social studies, 
English, etc.) and special education classroom environments. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to assess, plan for, and address the content area literacy needs of 
students with disabilities who are accessing the general curriculum 
5. Describe components of Individual Education Plans that successfully address the needs of 
secondary students with disabilities. 
6. Identify research efforts, organizations, services, networks, and the variety of state and local 
resources aimed at dropout prevention and improving the outcomes of secondary students with 
disabilities. 
 
Required Textbooks
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Miller, S. P. (2009). Validated practices for teaching students with diverse needs and abilities (2nd 

ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. ISBN 9780205567478 
 
Additional Readings will be found on Blackboard 
Type Here 
 
Course Relationships to Program Goals and Professional Organizations 
This course is part of the George Mason University, Graduate School of Education (GSE), 
Special Education Program for teacher licensure in the Commonwealth of Virginia in the special 
education areas of Special Education: Students with Disabilities who Access the General 
Curriculum K-12. This program complies with the standards for teacher licensure established by 
the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the major special education professional 
organization. The CEC standards that will be addressed in this class include Standard 2: 
Learning environments; Standard 4: Assessment; Standard 5: Instructional planning and 
strategies. 
 
GMU Policies and Resources for Students: 
a. Students must adhere to the guidelines of the George Mason University Honor Code [See 
http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code/].  

b. Students must follow the university policy for Responsible Use of Computing [See 
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/].  

c. Students are responsible for the content of university communications sent to their George 
Mason University email account and are required to activate their account and check it regularly. 
All communication from the university, college, school, and program will be sent to students 
solely through their Mason email account.  

d. The George Mason University Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) staff consists 
of professional counseling and clinical psychologists, social workers, and counselors who offer a 
wide range of services (e.g., individual and group counseling, workshops and outreach programs) 
to enhance students’ personal experience and academic performance [See http://caps.gmu.edu/].  

e. Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with 
George Mason University Disability Services and inform their instructor, in writing, as soon as 
possible.  Approved accommodations will begin at the time the written letter from Disability 
Services is received by the instructor. [See http://ods.gmu.edu/].  

f. Students must follow the university policy stating that all sound emitting devices shall be 
turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the instructor.  

http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code/
http://universitypolicy.gmu.edu/policies/responsible-use-of-computing/
http://caps.gmu.edu/
http://ods.gmu.edu/
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g. The George Mason University Writing Center staff provides a variety of resources and 
services (e.g., tutoring, workshops, writing guides, handbooks) intended to support students as 
they work to construct and share knowledge through writing [See http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/].  
 
Professional Dispositions  
Students are expected to exhibit professional behaviors and dispositions at all times.  
 
Core Values Commitment  
The College of Education & Human Development is committed to collaboration, ethical 
leadership, innovation, research-based practice, and social justice. Students are expected to 
adhere to these principles. [See http://cehd.gmu.edu/values/] 
 
For additional information on the College of Education and Human Development, Graduate 
School of Education, please visit our website [See http://gse.gmu.edu/]
 
Course Policies & Expectations 
 Attendance.

• For a satisfactory grade in the course, students are expected to attend all classes, arrive on time, 
demonstrate professional behavior in the classroom (see Professional Disposition Criteria), and 
complete all assignments with professional quality and in a timely manner.   

• When absence from class is unavoidable, students are responsible for getting all class 
information (e.g., handouts, announcements, notes, syllabus revisions, etc.) from another class 
member prior to the class meeting that follows the absence. Be aware that any points earned 
for participation in class activities during a time of absence will not be earned and cannot be 
reclaimed.   

• The use of electronic devices that produce sound or otherwise interfere with the learning of 
others (i.e., cell phones, pagers, etc.) is prohibited during class. Please turn these devices off or 
to vibrate before the start of class.  

• The use of electronic devices that record class or photograph individuals or materials may not be 
used without instructor permission. 

• Computers may be used to take notes during class, but they may not be used for internet 
exploration or other non-class activities during class time. 

• Routine access (daily) to electronic mail and Blackboard for communication and assignments is 
crucial to participation in this class.  

• For each in-class hour devoted to this course content, students are expected to spend at least 3 
hours outside of class on course related assignments, which is a typical in-class to out-of- class 
ratio for graduate level coursework.  

• Retain electronic copies of all course products for use during the portfolio phases of the M.Ed. 
or licensure programs. 

• Exemplary work should be considered for presentation or publication opportunities. 
 

 
Late Work.

http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
http://cehd.gmu.edu/values/
http://gse.gmu.edu/
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Assignments are due on the date indicated in the syllabus. If I change the due date for reasons 
related to student need in the course, the change will be communicated to students in class. If you 
are not in class on the day an assignment is due, you are still responsible for submitting the 
assignment. You may submit an assignment by emailing the assignment to me 
(cfloyd3@gmu.edu) with a time sent no later than the end of the class on the date due or by 
having someone bring the assignment to me in hard copy by the same time. 
The goal is mastery learning, therefore some assignments may be returned if they do not satisfy 
the requirements. 

 
 
Tk20 Performance-Based Assessment Submission Requirement 
Every student registered for any Special Education course with a required performance-based 
assessment is required to submit the Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan to Tk20 through 
Blackboard (regardless of whether the student is taking the course as an elective, a onetime 
course or as part of an undergraduate minor).  Evaluation of the performance-based assessment 
by the course instructor will also be completed in Tk20 through Blackboard.  Failure to submit 
the assessment to Tk20 (through Blackboard) will result in the course instructor reporting the 
course grade as Incomplete (IN).  Unless the IN grade is changed upon completion of the 
required Tk20 submission, the IN will convert to an F nine weeks into the following semester. 
 
Grading Scale

A = 94 – 100 percent  A- = 90 – 93 percent 

B+ = 86 –   89 percent B = 80 – 85 percent 

C = 70 –   79 percent F = Below 70 percent 
Assignments 
 Performance-based Assessment (Tk20 submission required).

Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan 

The Secondary Curriculum Unit Plan provides you with the opportunity to demonstrate your 
ability to prioritize essential concepts and skills, write lesson plans and assessments, and adapt 
existing lesson plans within a curriculum unit. You are required to write two comprehensive 
lesson plans that address state standards and include students with disabilities. You are also 
required to adapt a lesson plan to be delivered in a co-taught classroom that addresses similar 
state standards. You will write two assessments that provide opportunities for the learners to 
demonstrate their understanding of the core concepts of the unit for either classroom. Your 
focus should be on the integration of evidence-based practices that meet the unique needs of 
learners with mild to moderate exceptional learning needs at the secondary level in a given 
content area using the appropriate state standards. 
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Performance-based Common Assignments (No Tk20 submission required).
 
 
Other Assignments.

Research Review (40 points) 

Each student will locate and analyze 5 articles from peer-reviewed special education journals that 
summarize research on a given facet of secondary instruction for students with disabilities who access 
the general curriculum.   

Select 5 research articles from professional journals: 

• The focus of the articles must pertain to a secondary level research-based strategy(ies) for 
teaching reading, language arts, math, science, social studies, and social skills for individuals 
with mild disabilities (ED, LD, and/or, ID) 

Or 

• The focus must be on cognitive strategies in self-regulation, metacognition, study skills 
attention, memory or motivation for individual with mild disabilities of secondary age. 

Prepare an introduction to the topic and a needs statement (why is this important to students with 
disabilities?), a written summary of each research article, including the complete citation, with a special 
emphasis on the participants, strategies, materials and findings.  Do not simply copy the abstracts, but 
write in your own words what was undertaking in the study and the results.  Finally, write a conclusion 
of the summaries as a whole, and what the implications for practice are for the secondary special 
education teacher – in other words, based on your research review, what should the secondary special 
education teacher implement in the classroom for students with mild disabilities?  Be sure to use APA 
style and include a reference page, total of 8 pages max.  You will present your findings in a 5 minute 
oral presentation in class. 

 
 
Schedule
Class Topic Assignment 
1 – 6/6 Syllabus Review, Course Objectives 

School Context, Planning and Organizing at the 
Secondary Level 

Ch 1-3 

2 – 6/8 Instructional Delivery Models & Teaching Behaviors 
Target Classroom   

Ch 4, 5 

3 – 6/13 Online class: Learning disabilities  No in class meeting 
4 – 6/15 Writing Instruction 

Reading Instruction 
Ch 7, 8 

5 – 6/20 Mathematics Instruction Ch 6 
6 – 6/22 More on reading instruction Research Review Due 
7 – 6/27 Unit Planning – tying the work together, making it  



 

“flow”; Unit planning 
8 – 6/29 The LEARN Model – lesson planning Bring your unit plan ideas 
9 – 7/4 and 
7/6 

Online class  

10 – 7/11 Accommodations and Modification Ch 9, 10 
11 – 7/13 Components of the IEP to address student needs  
12 – 7/18 Assessing Student Progress; Assessment Ch 11 
13 – 7/20 Federal and state laws that require and provide for 

instructional services for SWD  
 

14 – 7/25 Unit Plan Presentations Unit Plan Due 
15 – 7/27 Review and Reflections – finish unit plan pres  
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