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George Mason University – College of Education and Human Development 

Special Education Cohort  

Steps for Applying  

Depending on county requirements, there may be two application procedures for cohort applicants. 

Applicants must submit a graduate application to George Mason University. They must also contact their 

county to determine if there is an application required by the county. If so, the student must complete 

both the application to George Mason University and the application to the county.  

GMU Application Deadlines 

• Fall (Students accepted for fall are allowed to register for summer classes): April 1 priority.  For

summer, students must be accepted prior to the start of their summer course. For fall, complete

applications will be reviewed until August 15, provided space is still available. Applications that

are incomplete will not be reviewed after this date.

• Spring: November 1 priority.  Complete applications will be reviewed until January 5,

provided space is still available. Applications that are incomplete will not be reviewed after this

date.

• Summer: February 1 priority.  Complete applications will be reviewed until May 15, provided

space is still available.  Incomplete applications will not be reviewed after this date

Once accepted to GMU, students continue to be registered for cohort classes by the special 

education program office. Students should consult the cohort website  

(https://education.gmu.edu/special-education-cohort/) for details on cohort course registration.  

Cohort students are required to submit a complete graduate GMU application (not non-degree). 

APPLY TO GMU (College of Education and Human Development)  

STEP 1: Select Your Program and Review Admissions Requirements  

 Cohort applicants may apply either to a certificate or to a Masters in Special Education.   Students who 

intend to use their certificate coursework as electives toward an MEd  should apply to the Masters in 

Special Education. Instructions for adding the certificate program are included in the program acceptance 

letters. Students who are unsure of the program to which they should apply should contact the Special 

Education Advising office (https://education.gmu.edu/special-education/med#advising )  

Options include: 

• MED in Special Education with a

o concentration in K-12 Adapted Curriculum Licensure- E1-MED- EDSE-KACL

o concentration in K-12 General Curriculum Licnesure-E1-MED-EDSE-KGCL

• Add on Certificate Special Education-General Curriculum-E1-CERG-EDGC
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IMPORTANT: When choosing your program in the application, please refer to the above list 

with program codes and make sure you select the correct one.  

Requirements for admission are: 

• Complete graduate application to include application fee.

• 750 -1000 word goal statement that addresses the reasons for choosing to become a special

education teacher and what you hope to accomplish when you are finished with the program.

The goal statement can also be used to explain low undergraduate GPA.

• Resume

• Bachelor's degree from a regionally accredited institution with a cumulative GPA of 3.0.

Some applicants with a lower GPA may be admitted provisionally if there is sufficient

evidence of potential success. Applicants who do not have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 are

encouraged to include Praxis Core, SAT, ACT, or VCLA (http://cehd.gmu.edu/teacher/test/)

test scores with the application.

• Scanned, unofficial copies of your transcripts for application review. Please make sure your

documents are legible. They should include your full name, show your school name, and

have your degree conferral date, if earned. If admitted, however, all applicants are required to

submit official, final transcripts prior to the last day to add/drop courses in their first

semester.

• Two recommendation from former or current employers or university professors, targeting

work experiences and academic abilities submitted through the online application system. If

you are an applicant with international credentials:

Please review the International Graduate Requirements for additional important 

information at:  hhttps://www.gmu.edu/graduate/requirements/international 

STEP 2: Apply online  

The application can be accessed at:  Apply Now | George Mason University (gmu.edu). 

1. Select Find Your Program.

2. Scroll down to “Special Education” to see all the options for our program

3. Click Apply now on the left side of the screen

file://///mesa2.mesa.gmu.edu/cgeris/shared/cehd.kihd/KIHd/Cristal/(
http://cehd.gmu.edu/teacher/test/
http://cehd.gmu.edu/teacher/test/
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/applying-mason/international
https://www2.gmu.edu/admissions-aid/apply-now
https://www.gmu.edu/graduate/apply?_gl=1%2A11anruv%2A_ga%2ANTM3MTQ3MjI2LjE2ODAxMTI4MjA.%2A_ga_ENCMTWB357%2AMTY5MzQwNDk4OS4xLjAuMTY5MzQwNDk5NS41NC4wLjA.


3 of 5 10/4/23 

4. Create your username and password for the application portal site.

5. Start your application.  Be sure to select Degree-Seeking.

Check your email. Click the link in your application email. Create a Password. Make a note of the 

email you are using. This will be your username. Make a note of your password. You will 

continue to use it to update and check the status of your application. 
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6. Select the program you would like to apply for.  The following example is for the MEd in Special

Education program.  Do not select the program “Advanced Studies in Teaching & Learning –

Special Education – MED”. This program does not offer initial teacher licensure. Scroll down to

select “Special Education – MED” with the concentration that you are wanting to apply for. If

you are applying to a cohort program, be sure to select on-campus or hybrid program and not

online.

In case of questions regarding your Graduate Admission, please don’t hesitate to contact the College of 

Education and Human Development Graduate Admissions Office:  

Email: cehdooa@gmu.edu  

Phone: 703-993-2892  

Fax: 703-993-2020  

Office Location: 1700 Thompson Hall, MSN: 4D1  

 Mailing Address:   

Office of Graduate Admissions  

4400 University Drive, MSN 4C8 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030  

STEP 3: Application Status 

 You may check the status of your application at:  Application Status | George Mason University 

(gmu.edu).  Applicants with incomplete applications will be notified via e-mail with reminders to 
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complete the application.  Applicants will have to log into the Application Portal site through the above 

link to check for missing application documents. Admissions decisions are communicated electronically. 


